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At S. Claiborne's father's house there were many refugees 
after the restoration of the Bourbons in France (his father an 
aide to General La Fayette). The President of the National 
Convention was there ; sewed his own stockings. They all got 
back to France. 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Blackwell. This family takes its beginning with Joseph 
Blackwell, of Northumberland Co. He had a son Samuel, born 
Sept. 23, 1680. This son Samuel had Samuel, born January 19, 
1710, William, born April 25, 1713, Joseph, born July 9, 1715, 
Eliza, born Jany. 9, 1717, and Hannah born March 30, 1720. Of 
these Samuel lived in Northumberland County and had Samuel, 
John, William, Eliza, Joseph and Judith, Thomas, David. 
(Quarterly, XVII. , 238, 239.) 

The other sons, William and Joseph, moved to Fauquier 
County. Joseph married Lucy Steptoe, daughter of Capt. John 
Steptoe, of Northumberland Co. (Hayden, Va. Genealogies, 265- 
267; Quarterly, XV., 92.) 

Steptoe. This family seems to begin with Anthony Step- 
toe, born in 1653, and living in Northumberland County in 1697. 
He came to Virginia with Mr. John Cossens from Cudridg, near 
Bishop's Walton in Hampshire, England. Capt. William Eus- 
tace married Mr. Cossens' niece, Sarah Jauncey, and after her 

death, in 1682, he married Elizabeth . In his will proved 

April 15, 1702, he made John Steptoe one of his executors. John 
Steptoe, who is believed to have been the son of Anthony Step- 
toe, married Capt. Eustace's widow Elizabeth. In 1741 he made 
his will in Northumberland County, and names daughter Lucy, 
and sons William, John, James and Thomas. Of these John 
Steptoe. Jr., married, in 1727, Joan Lawson, daughter of Row- 
land and Jane Lawson, of Lancaster; Lucy, married Joseph 
Blackwell, of Fauquier. In 1761 William Steptoe, of Chowan 
Co., N. C, conveyed to John Steptoe, of Virginia 80 acres given 
to him by his father, Capt. John Steptoe. (Northumberland 
County Records; Quarterly, XL, 209, 210.) 

Lindsay — Opie. The question of the authenticity of two 
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tombstones over the grave of Rev. David Lindsay in 
Northumberland County, Va., was fully settled by the discovery 
in England of the will of Thomas Opie, Jr., published in the 
Virginia Magazine, XVII., 90. The will of Thomas Opie, Sr., 
mariner of Bristol, has since been discovered, and is now pub- 
lished in this magazine from the report of the "Lindsay Associa- 
tion of America," 191 1. In this will Thomas Opie, Sr., calls 
Robert Lindsay "brother-in-law." Now it is almost certain that 
the reference here is to Robert Lindsay, who states his age in a 
deposition in Northumberland, in 1664, as 24 years. "Brother- 
in-law" may be taken to mean that he was a brother of Thomas 
Opie's wife, or that he married Thomas Opie's sister. Which 
was it? Against the hypothesis that Robert Lindsay was brother 
of Thomas Opie's wife Ellen, daughter of Rev. David Lindsay, 
is the fact that Rev. Mr. Lindsay left "his whole estate" to his 
daughter Ellen and entirely ignored Robert Lindsay. Now, it 
is true, that it was not an uncommon thing to omit in a will a 
child who had been previously provided for, and this omission by 
itself as against the identity of name and the words of the will 
is not sufficient to disprove the hypothesis stated. But there is 
another fact. It seems that Robert Lindsay's son was Opie 
Lindsay, and Ellen Opie's son was Lindsay Opie. In view of the 
custom prevalent even today, of naming one of the sons after the 
mothers family, this information inclines the evidence to the 
latter hypothesis, and it appears that Robert Lindsay, while a 
relative of Rev. Mr. Lindsay, was brother-in-law of Thomas 
Opie, through a marriage with Thomas Opie's sister. 

Ellen Lindsay could not have been a daughter of Susanna 
Lindsay mentioned in the Northumberland records as wife of 
Rev. David Lindsay. It appears from the same records in 
Northumberland that, in 1665, she had no child. Evidently then 
Ellen was issue of Mr. Lindsay by a former marriage. Mr. 
Lindsay died in 1667, and the same year Ellen, his daughter, 
married William Wathen of the City of. Bristol, who died before 
Feb. 24, 1670-7T, when "Mrs. Helena Wathen," administrator 
on her father— the late Mr. David Lindsay, is spoken of as his 
"relict." She married 2d1y Thomas Opie, of Bristol. 
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Recent investigations at Bristol undertaken for the Lindsay 
family Association by Mrs. Margaret Lindsay Atkinson give the 
following additional information from the records of St. Augus- 
tine Parish in the Bristol Consistory court : "8 April, 1672, Bap- 
tized Thomas Opie, the son of Thomas Opie and Elinor his wife." 
"22 Feb., 1677, Baptized Lindsay Opie the son of Thomas Opie 
and Ellen his wife." "31 March, 1687, Baptized Elizabeth Opie 
the dau r of Thomas Opie and Helen his wife." This daughter 
died and was buried February 12, 1688. From the Bristol Bur- 
gess Book, 17 July, 1672, Thomas Opie, marriner, took up his 
freedom on payment of a fine of 40s, having married Ellinor, 
widow of William Wathen, a free Burgess. 4 Oct., 1696, 
Thomas Opie, Jr., marriner, took up his freedom as son and an 
apprentice of Thomas Opie, a free citizen. 

Morton — Strother. — James Payne Strother was the son of 
James Strother, who was born Nov. 19, 1755, was in the Revolu- 
tionary war, married Elizabeth Battle Morton, lived in Fauquier 
Co., Va. later removed to Russell Co., died Oct. 31, 1819. 

Their children, Mary b. June 2, 1757, married Benjamin 
Ficklin, of Fauquier, George and Betty. Elizabeth B. Morton 
Strother died April 27, 1844, aged 76 years. She was a grand- 
daughter of Rev. Dr. Thomas Chalmers of the Free Church of 
Scotland. The Christian Herald of N. Y. writes that Dr. Wil- 
liam Hannah was a son-in-law of Rev. Dr. Chalmers. Informa- 
tion wanted as to Elizabeth B. Morton — Mrs. W. J. Hutchinson, 
Caspiana, Louisiana. 

Conway: — Major Peter Conway (son of Col. Edwin Con- 
way, son of Edwin, son of Edwin, the emigrant) died in Lan- 
caster County in 1752. See Conway family in Hayden's Virginia 
Genealogies. There is no record of his will, and the exact num- 
ber of his children is not known. He was probably father of 
Thomas Conway of Fauquier, who made his will August 25, 
1784, and names sons: William, Thomas, Peter, Joseph, and 
Henry, daughter Susannah Crosby, and grandchildren Jame)s 
Conway and George Crosby. Sons: William, Thomas and 
Joseph Conway executors. 

In 1802 the estate of John James was divided by Samuel 
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Blackwell and John Blackwell, Jr. between Col. Peter Conway, 
John Bradford, James Thompson, Isaac Eustace, Peter Hitt, 
Rodham Tulloss, Charles Hume and Charles Tulloss, who each 
received an equal part according to Thomas James' will. Thomas 
James names in his will his sons Thomas, James, Benjamin 
James, and John James and daughters Sarah Hitt, Ann Tulloss, 
Hanna Hume, Elizabeth Bradford, Mary Conway, Dinah Thomp- 
son and Susannah James, wife Dinah James. The marriage 
bonds of the following are at Warrenton, the county seat of 
Fauquier Co.: Charles Hume and Hannah James Dec. 26, 1764; 
Isaac Eustace and Susannah James Dec. 14, 1777. The will of 
Peter Conway, dated Nov. 22, 1823, and proved in Fauquier 
County Feb. 25, 1833, names children Peter, Dinah, Ann, Eliza- 
beth, Susannah and Miriam and son-in-law William Thompson. 
The will of Peter Conway, Jun., dated Oct. 29, 1825, was proved 
in Fauquier County. February 26, 1827. It names wife Char- 
lotte, children Jane Shumate, Thomas Conway, Mary Conway, 
John L. Conway, Ann Conway, William >S. Conway, Joseph 
Conway, Charlotte Conway and Elizabeth Conway. 

Gills — Cox — Holmes. — Elizabeth Gills married in Bedford 
County, Va. James W. Coxe; their daughter Emily Parks Coxe 
born in Bedford Co., Va., 1812, died in Missouri 1909. He 
married in Bedford Co., Va., Amasa Welch Holmes. Informa- 
tion wanted as to ancestry of Elizabeth Gills, James W. Coxe 
and Amasa Welch Holmes — Mrs. B. H. Rucker, Rolla, Missouri. 

Livingston — Cox See Quarterly, XIII., 262. In "The 

Livingstons of Livingston Manor," by E. B. Livingston, it is 
stated that Gov. William Livingston applied for a commission in 
the Navy for Muscoe Livingston, reported a relative. Now what 
was the relationship? also who was the wife of Muscoe Living- 
ston? The children of Abner Cox and Mary Livingston, daugh- 
ter of Muscoe Livingston the son of John Livingston and 
Frances Muscoe were (1) Abner, married Miss Goodchild, (2) 
James, who married Catherine Bowie, (3) Ann, who married in 
Norfolk Edwin Lee, of the Cobb's Hall Lees. See Lee of Vir- 
gini, 569, (4) Susan, married Jonathan Langley, of Norfolk, 
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(5) dau. married Humphrey Booth Brooke, (6) daughter mar- 
ried Mr. Muse. 

Smith — Rhodes. — William Smith, of Louisa County, mar- 
ried Mary Rhodes. He was son of John Smith, of Louisa Co., 
Va., and Mary Crawford. William Smith emigrated to Ken- 
tucky, where he hecame very wealthy and was known as "Gold 
Mine Billy Smith," and his descendants were noted for their 
good looks and refinement. Information desired in regard to 
the ancestry of William Smith and his wife Mary Rhodes — Mrs. 
Lister Witherspoon, Versailles, Kentucky. 

The register of St. James Northam Parish, Goochland Coun- 
ty, shows that William Smith and Mary Rhodes had issue, Clif- 
ton Rhodes, born April 12, 1784. Mary Rhodes, wife of William 
Smith, was probably a daughter of Clifton Rhodes, son of John 
Rhodes (born 1697, died 1774) of Albemarle. A careful per- 
sonal study of the records at Louisa Court House might give some 
information as to William Smith, of Louisa. — Editor. 



ELDRIDGE FAMILY— CORRECTION. 
Vol. XX.— No. 3. Page 206. 

Of the children of Rolfe 1 Eldridge and Susanna Everard 
Walker, Susan and Nancy did not have "Meade" in their names, 
and Jane Pocahontas never married. 
Page 206. 

Mary Boiling should, of course, be Martha Boiling. 
Page 207. 

The brackated notation "Robertson's Pocahontas does not 
have this at all" etc. does not apply to the preceding paragraph 
as to Rolfe 4 Eldridge who married Mary Moseley and their 
children. It ioto apply to the following which was accidently 
omitted. 

Thomas 1 Kidder Eldridge (Rolfe 3 , Thomas 2 , Thomas 1 ) mar- 
ried Mary Ayres, 
had issue 

Ann Elizabeth married Thomas Garnett, 
John Rolfe married Eliza Hanes, 
David Walker married Amanda Hocker, 



